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NEZTING OF INVESTIGATION COMMITTEE 
OF THE PRIVY COUNCIL, 10 Dec. 41 


. 

The meeting of the Investigation Committee dealing with 
the conclusion of the agroamant between JInpaa , Germany ana 
ltaly to execute a common war ugeinst tne U,s, and Great Bri- 
tain, not to mate a separate peace, and to cooperate in the 


‘establishment of a New Order. 


After the regular meeting which was opened at 10 a.m. 
December 10th, 3941 (“ediesday), each Councillor (except 
Councillors KAN#KO ard “MaPO) rereined in the waiting-chamber 
East No. 3, or tne Ipperzel Palace, And at 3:30 P.M. aa inaviry: 
draft on the above cuestion wns issued by His Majesty, so Pre- 
sident HARA #21041 « general meeting; and the meeting was opened 


at once, 
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Attendants 
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President HARA 
Chairman of the Iavestigation Committee 


Vice-President SUZUKI 
Investigation Committee Members 


Councillors,) ISHII; ARIMA; KUBOTA 
SHIMIZU; MIN a NAR iu 
SUGAHARAs MATS WRA; TSHIO 
PUKALs | AGAMT 5 OSHINAS BATA; TAKEKOSHT ; 
MITSUCHI; IZAWA and IKEDA 


, Absentecs 


Councillors KANEKO and MANO 


Ministers of State Affairs 


?rime Minister 
Minister of Hore Affairs TOJO 


“Minister of War 
KOIZUMI 


¢ dIMADA 


Minister of Welfare 


Winister of Navy 
Minister of Foreign Affairs TOGO 
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Expiainors 
‘tector General of the Bureau of Legislation - MORIYAMA 
shief of the Tresty Bureev of the Forolen Office ~ MATSUMOTO 


thief of the European and Astatic Bureau of the 
Foreign Uffice ~ SAKAMOTO 


secretary of Forcien Affring _ NISHIMURA 
Jecretery of Foroiga Affairs < FURUUCHT 
secretary of Forotgn Atfairzs - IDE 


thief of the Buvecr oy Military Affairs of the War 
Ministry - 


shief of the Burcav of Military Affairs of the Navy Ministry ~ 
0 


thief Seerctery - HORIE 


jecretary = MOROHASHI 
gtgetary - TAKLTSUITI 
(The meeting was opened at 3:30 p.m.) 


Chairmen of the Committee SUZUKI cpened the mecting. For- 
ign Minister TOGO explained the cirevmstances concerning the 
‘egotiations of this proposal and the ovtline of the contents 
s in the annexed papers, 


Committee Member ISHII asked about the term of the validity of th 
grecment of this draft. Foreign Minister TOGO answered that Art. 
- and Art, II wovld naturally be cancelled with the termination of war 
‘ut as to the clauses on the establishment of a New Order in Art, 
“II, @ certain term of validity had been decided upon. 


Corrittee Member ISHIZUKA asked whother the preamble of this 
raft reant.a positive entry into the war of both Germany and 
taly. To this question Foreign Minister TOGO answered that al- 
‘hough their participation in the war was a premise of the agree- 
ent, he assured, as soon as this draft wes completed, both Ger- 
any and Italy wovid express their intentions on this matter 
‘eparately, 


Committee Member SHIMIZU asked about the relation of this 
raft with the Netheriands end the attitude of China, To this 
hil Fa Foreign Minister TOGO answered that there was no formal 
eport thet the Netherlands hnd declared war against Japan, and 
yen if such a thing hanpened, Japan need not declare war against 
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the Notherlands and as to the “orking Gevernment, it haa pide it 
clear that it would cooperete vith Japan, 


To *he question asked by Corristee Member IMiNAvr whether 
there was any untersrandinag among the Theee Nations as to the 
soecalled measures in frtiste Lf of this draft, Prime lind ater 
TOJO and Forelen Minister TOGO answered that a elose connection 
wovld be kept anong tao three szountrics leaving no room for any- 
thing regrettable to harven, 


Corrittee Momber SUGAEARA asked the opinion of the Govern- 
ment authorities conceriing his suggestion that it wouid be more 
appropriate for tke Sovernnont to sign this agreement after Cer- 
many and Itaiy aac aswuelly entered the war, because in consider- 
ation these tro *ornstics might not participate in the war at 
All, since this crcfs scemoa to have as its premise the partici- 
pation of both Gurrauny ard Xtaly in tne war. To this question 

Prime Minister T0JO and Foreign Minister TOGO answered that 
4t had been arzanged that AiILER would announce their participa- 
tion in the war in the Reichsstadt as soon as he bad signed this 
agreement, and it would be ail right to trust the words of the 
German Governreiit. 


Committee Member HAYASHI asked the cirevmstances of the ne- 
gotiations with italy concerning this vroposition to which For- 
eign Minister TOGO replied that in regard to the draft of this 
agreerent negotiations had boen carried on mainly at Berlin, but 
that thore was also complete understanding with Italy. 


Corrif%tee Member FUTAGAMI asked many questions each of which 
Foreign Minister Tdud responded; namely: 


(I) Inrepiv to the question on how to interpret this draft re- 
garding article IT concerning no separate peace, since joint 
axoevtion of neace negotiations is often stipulated in this clause, 
TOGO expleined that the nestiion shovld be settled as senn fit 

by the provision, that "Pryce or peace shovld not be made with 
either the United Strtes of Anerica or Great Britain without com- 
plete understanding among the three nations." 


(II) In reply to the question whether there was any apprehension 
that the provisions in Art, IV would ceuse inconvenience and be 
harmful and useless if the term of validity of the Triparvite 
Treaty should expire during the war, TOGO replied that proper 
measures wovid be taken before tho oxpiration of the above-men- 
tioned tern." 


(III) Whon revret was exprcssed as to the text of this proposed 
agroement writton in Ttalian not being preaanee to His Majesty 
in the inaviry draft TOS0 explained that such a measure was 
4nevitable as it was necessary to conclude’/the proposed agree~ 
ment as quickly as possible, 
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Comrittee Member CBATA asked the ceaning of the accompilsh- 
2at, of the war and a just Nev Orde, To this inquiry Foreign 
Juister TOGO answered that vhe accomplishment of the war would 
@ completed by maxing pouce or throurh attalning tae object of 
tho war, and as to a just hew Ordex, there wat no sunrete son 
ultation on this arcng the tnree antions but the estabdlist rent 


f a New Order East Asia would be undertaken by Japan ard 
vestigations were beiug carried on within the Government. 


Committee Member OBATA also asked whether there was any ap- 
»rehension that after the war there would be any disagreement 
vith Germany. To tnis question Foreign Minister TOGO answered 
“hat the Japanese Government wovld plan to make adjustments at 
in early date. 


To the inquiry rade by Cormittee Member ISHII about the 
relation of this proposal with Italy, Foreign Minister TOGO 
answered that although there was no avthentic report on Italy's 
rangement concerning the declaration of war Italy had ovten 
axpressed her decision that she would throw in her lot with Japan, 
so it is quite certain Italy agreed to this draft. He continued 
shat the draft written in Italian wovld be prepared in time for 
che signature in "Beriin." 


Committee Member IZAWA asked abovt the forms of the declara- 
‘ion of the war 7f both Germany and Italy, To this Foreign Minister 
6GO answered that-as to Germany, like the declaration of the war 
‘gainst "Russia," Germany would declare the war by "HITLER" making 
_ speech in the Reichsstadt; and as to Italy she had decided to 
eclare the war uvon making a previous arrangenent with Germany. 
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After the above-mentioned questions were completed, Chairmen 
f the Comrittce SUZUKI deeming that all the questions were over 
sked the Minister and the explainers to retira, 


(Ministers and Explainers retired), 


After this, the draft was discussed among the Comrittec, as 
| result the Cormittee unanimously decided to accept it as it 
\tood, a baa Chairman of the Corrittee declarei the meeting 

journe . 


; 
; 


(The meeting adjourned at 5:05 P.M.) 
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Statoment of Source end Authenticity 


I, M. Takateuji hereby certify that I am officially connoctod with 
the Japanese Government in the following capacity! Secretary of Privy 
Council and that as such officiel I have custody of the document heroto 
attached consisting of 14 pases, aeted 10 Dec, 1941, and described as 
follows: Records of the moeting of the Investigation Committoe of the 
Privy Council 10 December 1941. 

I further certify that the attached record and documonut is un 
official document of the Japenese Government, and that. it is pert 

of the official archivos and files of tho following named minietry 

or department (specifying aleo the file number or citation, if any, 
or any othor official designation of the reevlar location of the 
document in the archives or files): Privy Council in Palace ground 
Simned at Tokyo on this 

19 day of September 1946, 


__/s/ M. 2 8 


i 
Signature of Official 


Witness: T, Suzuki Secretary of Privy Council. 
Official Cepacity 


Ste.temont of Officia), Procurenont 


I, Zdward P. Monaghan, herohy certify that I am associated with 
the Geaeral Headquarters of the Sunrema Commander for the Allied Powers, 
and that the above certification was obtained by me from the above sirned 
official of the Japanese Government in the conduct of ry official business. 


Signed at Tokyo on this /s/_ TAward >. Monechar 
19th dav of Sept, 1946 DAME 


___Invoetigator, IPS 
Witnesa: /e/ R. H. Lareh Official Capacity 


PURL: http://www.legal-tools.org/doc/e5d36f/ 
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